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Jari and Jasper Esterhuizen have turned 
a Claremont semi with an odd layout and 
dark rooms into a bright, characterful home

TEXT Cayleigh Brigh  PHOTOGRAPHS Jan Ras

OPPOSITE New windows, a flower box and 

a modern shade of grey paint transformed 

the facade of the house.
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after living in the US for many 
years and taking time out to 
travel to 35 countries, Jari and 
Jasper Esterhuizen had little 
doubt left that settling in South 
Africa was the natural next step. 
The couple has since completed 
a few ambitious renovation 

projects, the most recent of which is the revamp of 
a semidetached house in Claremont, Cape Town.

The couple’s passion for transforming homes 
has led them to take advantage of the property 
market’s newfound understanding of the value of 
home staging. Forming their company The J Factor 
Development Restoration Design, Jari and Jasper 
have combined their experience in real estate 
and interior design to incorporate every stage of 

a transformation into their business model: They buy 
the house, do the extensive renovations, then move 
in and add the finishing touches that make a home 
feel loved and lived-in. 

“We tend to gravitate towards older houses,” says 
Jasper. “They have the charm, the wooden floors, 
the high ceilings.” Those features were present when 
they bought the house, but it took some imagination 
to make them look their best. Built in the 1930s, the 
house had undergone some heavy remodelling in the 
’70s that had even changed its layout: Jari tells the 
story of how they were surprised to find doors that 
had been plastered over where they’d only expected 
to find original brick wall.

“Nothing made sense,” Jari says. There was 
a support column in the middle of the kitchen, and 
a bathroom that led, in a less-than-appetising touch, 
off the same area. But discovering and figuring 
things out as they went along were part of the fun.
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Working with local artisans, Jasper and Jari have had 

a hand in the creation of pieces like the bedroom’s 

distinctive wire light fittings.  

“The house was very dark,” 
Jasper says. “The wooden floors 
were here, but they were red. 
We wanted to bring the original 
character of the house back, but 
also bring it into the 21st century: 
make it a bit more modern, 
more open.”

What was once a patch of weeds 
is now a charming outdoor dining 
area. In an example of preparing 
for the worst while hoping for 
the best, Jasper and Jari made 
the water-wise decision during 
a time of drought in the Cape to 
lay artificial grass, but ensured 
the dining area was entirely 
covered so it’ll be a prime spot 
to enjoy dinner even in case of 
a downpour.

In an industry like theirs, getting 
started in a new country with 
virtually no contacts is a daunting 
prospect that might deter most. 
But not Jasper and Jari.

“Our passion has always been, 
wherever we go, to source things 
in out-of-the-way places,” Jasper 
says. “It was a natural process: 
We were new anyway, and 
wanted to familiarise ourselves 
with it.” Pieces found at markets 
and antique shops are put on 
display, or, in the case of the 
screws dating back to the 1920s 
that have been installed as towel 
hooks, made part of the fibre of 
the house.

They go even further in 
reclaiming and reusing material 
– Jari says whenever they remove 
kitchen and bathroom fittings in 
a house they’re renovating, they 
try to find them new homes rather 
than see them discarded.

For custom pieces that 
they design, working with 
local artisans and vendors to 
bring their creative vision to 
life is a highlight for both of 
them. The couple have found 
craftspeople to expertly assist 
with even the most niche of 
needs, from wire light fittings in 
the bedroom to new burglar bars 
repurposed from the obtrusive 
fittings that were on the windows 
when they moved in.

Their dream project? 
Renovating a ruin in Greece. 
In the interim, they’ve got plenty 
of plans in mind: a piece of land 
that they bought in the Karoo, 
for instance, is calling out for 
a home built from the ground 
up. Wherever the next adventure 
takes them, Jasper and Jari are 
certain to make a home of any 
house… or apartment, or castle.

Jasper and Jari’s house is for sale. 

jasperandjari@gmail.com

thejfactor.co.za
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Jasper Esterhuizen

We wanted to bring the original 
character of the house back, but also 
bring it into the 21st century: make it 

more open
a bit more modern,

ABOVE LEFT Jari and Jasper have enjoyed pulling together second-hand finds to create a warm, eclectic interior. 

ABOVE RIGHT The bathroom-off-the-kitchen conundrum – not unusual in homes built soon after the advent of indoor 

plumbing – was solved neatly by sectioning off the bathroom area and adding a sliding door. 
An outdoor dining area allows for 

shaded lunches on warm days and 

cosy dinners sheltered from rain. 
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Stacking doors allow for the kitchen 

to be opened to the back garden, 

letting in light and improving the 

indoor-outdoor flow.


